“Love the Immigrant”: Our
Sacred Responsibility to Care
for the Immigrants Amongst Us

Introduction:
The Torah instructs the Israelites no less than thirty-six times regarding the fair treatment of the
immigrants who live amongst them. Today too we are commanded to love these people because they
need justice, and we are God’s partners in ensuring justice in the world. We are obligated to look out
for these immigrants because we were also once immigrants seeking freedom from the yolk of
Egyptian bondage. More recently we have been immigrants to America, seeking fair employment,
housing, and justice in all aspects of society.
Listed below are many of the instances in which the Torah explains this command order to experience
the power of the repetition. This commandment to love the immigrant is the most cited
commandment in the Torah.

As you study these sources think about the following questions:
1. What is the power of examining all of these verses side- by-side? Why did the Torah, that
never wastes words according to the Rabbis, find it necessary to repeat this command so
often?
2.

How do the different articulations of this command provide new understandings of what we
are being asked to do?

3. Which of these articulations gives you the most courage to fight for the rights of those
immigrants who are marginalized in our society? Which of these verses will fuel your advocacy
for the long run?
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I.

One Law for the Immigrant and the Citizen

1. Exodus 12:49
ּתֹורָ֣ה אַ ַ֔ ַחת י ְִהיֶ ֶ֖ה ָֽלאֶ זְ רָ֑ח ְולַגֶ֖ר הַ גָּ֥ר ְבתֹוכְ ֶ ָֽכם׃
There shall be one law for the citizen and for the immigrant who dwells among you.

2. Leviticus 24:22
יכם׃
ָֽ ֶ ִמ ְש ַ ַּ֤פט אֶ חד֙ י ְִהיֶ ָ֣ה ל ַ֔ ֶכם כַגָּ֥ר כאֶ זְ רֶ֖ח י ְִהיֶ ָ֑ה ִ ִּ֛כי א ִנָּ֥י יְהוֶ֖ה אֱֹלה

You shall have one standard for immigrant and citizen alike: for I the LORD am your God.

3. Numbers 9:14
יהוה כְ חֻ ַ ָּ֥קת הַ ֶ ִּ֛פסַ ח ּוכְ ִמ ְשפ ֶ֖טֹו כָ֣ן יַע ֶ ָ֑שה חֻ ַּ֤קה אַ חַ ֙ת י ְִהיֶ ָ֣ה ל ַ֔ ֶכם ְולַגֶ֖ר ּולְ אֶ זְ ַרָּ֥ח ה ָֽא ֶרץ׃
ַ֔ ו ִ ְָֽכי־יג֨ ּור ִא ְּת ֶ֜ ֶכם ֵּ֗גר ו ְַּ֤ע ָֽשה ֙ ֶפסַ ֙ח ַ ָֽל

And when an immigrant who resides with you would offer a Passover sacrifice to the LORD, they must
offer it in accordance with the rules and rites of the Passover sacrifice. There shall be one law for you,
whether immigrant or citizen of the country.

4. Deuteronomy 31:12
ְש ְמ ָ֣רּו
ָֽ אּו אֶ ת־יְהוָ֣ה אֱֹלָֽ הי ַ֔ ֶכם ו
֙ ים וְהַ ַ֔ ַטף וְג ְרךֶ֖ א ֶ ָ֣שר ִב ְשע ֶרָ֑יך לְ ֨ ַמעַ ן י ְִש ְמ ֶ֜עּו ּולְ ַ ָ֣מעַ ן ִילְ ְמ ֵּ֗דּו וְי ְָָֽֽר
֙ הַ ְק ָ֣הל אֶ ת־ה ֵּ֗עם ָֽהאנ ִ ַּ֤שים וְהַ נ ִש
ל־ד ְברֶ֖י הַ ּתֹורָּ֥ה הַ ָֽזאת׃
ִ לַע ַ֔שֹות אֶ ת־כ

Gather the people—men, women, children, and the immigrants in your communities—that they may
hear and so learn to revere the LORD your God and to observe faithfully every word of this Teaching.

Discussion Questions:
1. What does it mean to have one law in a society? Should everyone be treated the exact same?
How should laws be created to ensure equity? What kind of equality is the Torah proscribing
for immigrants?
2. In what ways are immigrants treated with equality under the law in America? In what
domains of society have laws become different for immigrants and citizens?
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II.

Let the Immigrant Live with you

5. Leviticus 19:33
ו ִ ְָֽכי־יג֧ ּור ִא ְּתךִּ֛ גֶ֖ר ְבאַ ְרצְ ֶכָ֑ם ָּ֥לא תֹונֶ֖ ּו א ָֽתֹו׃

When an immigrant resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong them.

6. Leviticus 19:34
יכם׃
ָֽ ֶ ִיתם ְב ֶ ָ֣א ֶרץ ִמצְ ָ֑ריִם א ִנֶ֖י יְהוָּ֥ה אֱֹלה
ֶ֖ ֶ כְ אֶ זְ רָ֣ח ִמכֶם֩ י ְִה ֨ ֶיה ל ֶ֜ ֶכם הַ גָ֣ר ׀ הַ גָ֣ר ִא ְּת ֵּ֗ ֶכם וְאהַ ְב ָּּ֥ת לֹו֙ כ ַ֔מֹוך ִ ָֽכי־ג ִ ָּ֥רים הֱ י

The immigrant who resides with you shall be to you as one of your citizens; you shall love them as
yourself, for you were immigrants in the land of Egypt: I the LORD am your God.

7. Leviticus 25:35
ְתֹושב ו ַ ֶ֖חי עִ ָֽמְך׃
ִּ֛ ּומטה י ֶ֖דֹו עִ ָ֑מְך ו ֶ ְָֽהחֱ זַ ָ֣ ְָֽקּת בַ֔ ֹו ג֧ר ו
ָּ֥ ו ִ ְָֽכי־י ָ֣מּוְך א ַ֔ ִחיך

If your kinsman, being in straits, comes under your authority, and you hold them as though a resident
alien, let them live by your side.

Discussion Questions:
1. What must be provided to ensure that immigrants can live safely within a new community?
2. What does it look like to love immigrants that live proximately to you? Is one responsible to do
this at a personal level? A governmental level?
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III.

Do not take advantage of the Immigrant

8. Deuteronomy 24:17-18

֙ל־כן אנ ִ ַּ֤כי ְמצַ ּוְ ך
ֵּ֞ ֱַֹלהיך ִמ ָ֑שם ע
ֶ֖ ֶ ית ְב ִמצְ ַ ַ֔ריִם ַוָָֽֽיִ ְפ ְדךִּ֛ יְהוָּ֥ה א
֙ ָ֣לא תַ ַ֔ ֶטה ִמ ְש ַ ֶ֖פט גָ֣ר י ָ֑תֹום ו ְָ֣לא תַ ח ַ֔בל ֶ ֶ֖בגֶד אַ לְ מנָֽה׃ וְזכ ְַר ֵּּ֗ת ִ ָ֣כי ֶ ַּ֤עבֶ ד ה ֙ ִי
לַע ַ֔שֹות אֶ ת־הַ ד ֶ֖בר הַ ֶ ָֽזה׃

You shall not subvert the rights of the immigrant or the fatherless; you shall not take a widow’s garment
in pawn. Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and that the LORD your God redeemed you from
there; therefore do I enjoin you to observe this commandment.

9. Deuteronomy 27:19
אָ ר֗ ּור מַ ֶּ֛טה ִמ ְׁש ַ ַּ֥פט גֵּר־י ָ֖תֹום וְׁאַ ְׁלמָ נָ ָ֑ה וְׁאָ ַ ַּ֥מר כָל־הָ ָ ֖עם אָ ֵּ ֵֽמן׃

Cursed be the one who subverts the rights of the immigrant, the fatherless, and the widow.—And all the
people shall say, Amen.

Discussion Questions:
1. In what ways are the rights of immigrants currently being subverted in America? What would it
take to stop these injustices?
2. What factors make immigrants particularly vulnerable to discrimination and deception?
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IV.

You too were Immigrants

10. Exodus 22:20
ִיתם ְׁב ַּ֥ארץ ִמצְׁ ָ ֵֽריִם׃
֖ וְׁגֵּ ַּ֥ר ל ֹא־תֹונ֖ה ְׁו ֹ֣ל ֹא ִת ְׁלחָ צָּ֑נּו ִ ֵֽכי־ג ִ ֵַּּ֥רים הֱ י

You shall not wrong an immigrant or oppress them, for you were immigrants in the land of Egypt.

11. Exodus 23:9
ִיתם ְׁב ַּ֥ארץ ִמצְׁ ָ ֵֽריִם׃
֖ וְׁגֵּ ֖ר ֹ֣ל ֹא ִת ְׁל ָ ָ֑חץ וְׁאַ ֗תם י ְַׁדעְׁ תם֙ את־נֹ֣פש הַ ֵֵּּ֔גר ִ ֵֽכי־ג ִ ֵַּּ֥רים הֱ י

You shall not oppress an immigrant, for you know the feelings of the immigrant, having yourselves been
immigrants in the land of Egypt.

12. Deuteronomy 10:17-19

ִשא פ ַ֔ ִנים ו ְָּ֥לא י ַ ִֶ֖קח ָֽשחַ ד׃ ע ֶ ִּ֛שה
ָ֣ נֹורא א ֶשר֙ לא־י
ַ֔ ַֹלהים וַאדנֶ֖י האד ִנָ֑ים ה ֨אל הַ ג ַּ֤דל הַ גִ בר֙ וְה
ִַ֔ ֱֹלהי ָֽה ֱא
ָ֣ כִִּ֚ י יְהוָ֣ה אֱֹלָֽ הי ַ֔ ֶכם ִּ֚הּוא א
ִיתם ְב ֶ ָּ֥א ֶרץ ִמצְ ָֽריִם׃
ֶ֖ ֶ ִמ ְש ַ ָּ֥פט י ֶ֖תֹום וְאַ לְ מנָ֑ה וְא ָ֣הב ַ֔גר לָּ֥תֶ ת לֶ֖ ֹו לֶ ָּ֥חֶ ם ו ְִש ְמ ָֽלה׃ וַאהַ ְב ֶ ֶּ֖תם אֶ ת־הַ גָ֑ר ִ ָֽכי־ג ִ ָּ֥רים הֱ י

For the LORD your God is God supreme and Lord supreme, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God,
who shows no favor and takes no bribe, but upholds the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and
befriends the immigrant, providing them with food and clothing.— You too must befriend the
immigrant, for you were immigrants in the land of Egypt

Discussion Question:
1. Is it possible to connect our historical or biblical status as immigrants to the fates of real
immigrants today? What does it feel like to try to do that? How does it change our
understanding of our responsibility toward immigrants?
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V.

Providing for the Needs of Immigrants

13. Leviticus 19:10
יכם׃
ֵֽ ֵֹּתם אֲ ִנ֖י יְׁהוָ ַּ֥ה אֱ ֹלה
ָ ֵּ֔ ּופרט כ ְַׁר ְׁמך֖ ֹ֣ל ֹא ְׁתלַ ֵּ ָ֑קט ֵֽלעָ ִנִ֤י וְׁלַ גֵּר֙ ַת ֲע ֹ֣ ֹזב א
ַּ֥ ְׁוכ ְַׁר ְׁמך֙ ֹ֣ל ֹא ְׁתעֹולֵֵּּ֔ ל

You shall not pick your vineyard bare or gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for
the poor and the immigrant: I the LORD am your God.

14. Leviticus 23:22
ֹתם אֲ ִנ֖י יְׁהוָ ַּ֥ה
ָ ֵּ֔ א־תכ ֶַ֞לה ְׁפ ַ ִ֤את ָ ֵֽש ְׁדך֙ ְׁב ֻקצְׁ ֵּ֔רך וְׁלַּ֥קט ְׁקצִ ְׁירך֖ ֹ֣ל ֹא ְׁתלַ ֵּ ָ֑קט ֵֽלעָ ִ ִ֤ני וְׁלַ גֵּר֙ ַת ֲע ֹ֣ ֹזב א
ְׁ ֹ ת־ק ִ ֹ֣ציר אַ ְׁרצְׁ ֗כם ֵֽל
ְׁ ֵּֽו ְׁב ֻקצְׁ ְׁר ֶ֞כם א
יכם׃
ֵֽ ֵּאֱ ֹלה

And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your field, or
gather the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them for the poor and the immigrant: I the LORD
am your God.

15. Deuteronomy 24:14
שק ָש ִ ֖כיר עָ ִנֹ֣י וְׁא ְׁ ָ֑ביֹון מֵּ אַ ֶ֕חיך ֧אֹו ִמג ְֵּׁרךֶּ֛ אֲ ַּ֥שר ְׁבאַ ְׁרצְׁ ך֖ ִב ְׁשעָ ֵֽריך׃
ֹ ַּ֥ א־ת ֲע
ַ ֹל

You shall not abuse a needy and destitute laborer, whether a fellow countryman or an immigrant in one
of the communities of your land.

16. Deuteronomy 24:19
ֹלהיך
ֵּ֔ ְֱׁשכ ְַׁח ָ ֧ת עֹֹ֣ מר בַ ָש ֗דה ִ֤ל ֹא ָתשּוב֙ ְׁל ַק ְׁח ֵּ֔תֹו לַ גֵּ ֶּ֛ר לַ י ַָּ֥תֹום וְׁלָ אַ ְׁלמָ נָ ֖ה י ְִׁהיָ֑ה ְׁל ַ ִ֤מעַ ן יְׁבָ רכְׁ ך֙ יְׁהוָ ֹ֣ה א
ָ ֵֽ ִ ֹ֣כי ִת ְׁק ֹצ ֩ר ְׁק ִ ֵֽצ ְׁיר ָ֨ך ְׁב ָש ֶ֜דך ו
ֲשה י ֵָֽדיך׃
ַּ֥ ֵּ ְׁב ֹ֖כל מַ ע

When you reap the harvest in your field and overlook a sheaf in the field, do not turn back to get it; it
shall go to the immigrant, the fatherless, and the widow—in order that the LORD your God may bless
you in all your undertakings.
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17. Deuteronomy 24:20
ֵֽית ֵּ֔ך ַּ֥ל ֹא ְׁתפָ ֵּ ֖אר אַ חֲ ָ֑ריך לַ גֵּ ֶּ֛ר לַ י ַָּ֥תֹום וְׁלָ אַ ְׁלמָ נָ ֖ה י ְִׁהיֵֽה׃
ְׁ ִ ִ֤כי ַת ְׁחבֹט֙ ֵּז

When you beat down the fruit of your olive trees, do not go over them again; that shall go to the
immigrant, the fatherless, and the widow.

18. Deuteronomy 24:21

ִ ִ֤כי ִת ְׁבצֹר֙ כ ְַׁר ְׁמ ֵּ֔ך ַּ֥ל ֹא ְׁתעֹולֵּ ֖ל אַ חֲ ָ֑ריך לַ גֵּ ֶּ֛ר לַ י ַָּ֥תֹום וְׁלָ אַ ְׁלמָ נָ ֖ה י ְִׁהיֵֽה׃

When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not pick it over again; that shall go to the immigrant,
the fatherless, and the widow.

19. Deuteronomy 26:12-13

ישת ְשנַ ָ֣ת ַ ָֽהמַ ע ָ֑שר וְנתַ ָּ֣תה לַל ֵּ֗ ִוי לַגר֙ לַי ָ֣תֹום ו ְָֽלאַ לְ מ ַ֔נה ְואכְ לָּ֥ ּו ִב ְשע ֶרֶ֖יך
ֶ֖ ִ ִִ ָ֣כי ְת ַכ ֵֶּ֞לה ַ֠ ַלעְ שר אֶ ת־כל־מַ עְ ַ ֧ש ר ְּתבּוא ְתךִּ֛ בַ שנָּ֥ה הַ ְשל
יתנִ י ָֽלא־
ָ֑ ִל־מצְ ו ְתךֶ֖ א ֶ ָ֣שר צִ ּו
ִ ֱֹלהיך ִב ַ ֧ע ְר ִּתי הַ ָ֣קדֶ ש ִמן־הַ ֵּ֗ ַביִת ְו ֨ ַגם נְ תַ ִ ַּּ֤תיו לַלוִי֙ ְולַגר֙ לַי ָ֣תֹום וְלאַ לְ מ ַ֔נה כְ כ
ֶ ֶ֜ ְהוה א
֨ וְש ָֽבעּו׃ וְאמַ ְר ָּּ֡ת לִ ְפנ ֩י י
ע ַ ָּ֥ב ְר ִּתי ִמ ִמצְ ו ֶ ֶ֖תיך ו ְָּ֥לא ש ָֽכ ְח ִּתי׃

When you have set aside in full the tenth part of your yield—in the third year, the year of the tithe—and
have given it to the Levite, the immigrant, the fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat their fill in
your settlements, you shall declare before the LORD your God: “I have cleared out the consecrated
portion from the house; and I have given it to the Levite, the immigrant, the fatherless, and the widow,
just as You commanded me; I have neither transgressed nor neglected any of Your commandments:

Discussion Questions:
1. Why are these commandments listed in the Torah? What kinds of things are the Israelites
meant to provide to the immigrants in their midst?
2. What might you add if you were thinking about these commandments in today’s context?
How might commandants about farming be reinterpreted or expanded to ensure that we
provide for immigrants in our own communities?
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