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Shabbat Tzedek Evening Service

This Martin Luther King Jr. weekend, we celebrate Shabbat Tzedek — 50 years in pursuit of justice with the
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism. The Religious Action Center was born out of the Civil Rights
Movement and has since played a leading role in nearly every major social justice campaign.

In an inspiring speech addressing the Union for Reform Judaism’s 47" Biennial banquet in November 1963, Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. highlighted the involvement of Jews in the Civil Rights Movement and charged us with
challenges that we face in our pursuit of social justice, which still holds true today, stating:

“Human progress comes through the tireless efforts and the persistent work of dedicated individuals who
are willing to be co-workers with God, and without this hard work, time itself becomes an ally of the
insurgent and primitive forces of social stagnation and irrational emotionalism. We must help time and
we must realize that the time is always right to do right.”

For the past 50 years, the Religious Action Center has embraced this principle: that the time to act is now — that
each of us must play an active role in tikkun olam - repairing the world — as part of our daily lives. Today, on this
Shabbat Tzedek, let us celebrate the work of the Religious Action Center, the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.and let us pray together and gain inspiration for our personal and collective pursuit of justice.

Lo Yisa Goi

Lo yisa goi el goi cherev ,adgdw xOG
Lo yilm'du od milchamah. .gel ew: khl

Nation shall not take up sword against nation, they shall never again study war. Isaiah 2:4.



This is our truth: the One God calls forth being from nothingness, and makes all things one.
Blessed is the Holy One of Israel, in whose Oneness we are one.

But we not yet one in fact: our human race is broken into fragments, and we wait to be redeemed into a
lasting unity.
Blessed is the time to come, when all will at last be one.

While hatred rules the earth, redemption will not come.
Let the day be near when love will rule this world.

Until people return from their exile from each other, redemption will not come.
Let all exile be ended: our exile from one another, the exile of God'’s presence from our lives.

Until we restore the lawless to their true selves and rekindle in them the spark of God, redemption will not
come.
Let us also search out the flaws in our own souls, and struggle to remove them.

While we care only for ourselves, redemption will not come.
Let our hearts be moved by the misery of others and dare what must be dared.
- Taskforce on Soviet Jewry of the UAHC, 1979

Shiru L’Adonai

Psalm 96, words by Julie Silver

Shiru L’Adonai kol ha-aretz Il dge) eg
Shiru L’Adonai shir chadash $ecew (x
Shiru shiru L'Adonai (2x) X X k U

Sing unto God all the earth a new song
I will sing unto God a new song

Sing unto God and we'll all sing along
All the earth a new song unto God

Sing to Adonai a new song, sing to Adonai, all the earth. Sing to Adonai, bless God’s name,
proclaim God’s victory day after day. Tell of God’s glory among the nations,
God’s wondrous deeds, among all peoples.
All the gods of the peoples are mere idols, but Adonai made the heavens.
Glory and majesty are before God; strength and splendor are in God'’s temple.



“I refuse to accept the idea that the ‘isness’ of man’s present nature makes him morally incapable of reaching up
for the eternal ‘oughtness’that forever confronts him... | refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically
bound to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never
become a reality.

| believe that the unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. ... | have the audacity
to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and culture for their
minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits. | believe that what self-centered men have torn down,
men other-centered can build up... I still believe that we shall overcome.” — Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Nobel
Prize Acceptance Speece, December 10, 1964

L'cha Dodi
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k’vod Adonai alayich niglah. .gek: fhm
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Bo-i v'shalom, ateret ba'lah;

gam b’simchah uv’tzoholah , gekFgeb:
toch emunei am s’gulah, , geLt f :r
bo-i chalah! Boi chalah! ) e L ejpgexh)

Beloved, come to meet the bride; beloved come to greet Shabbat.
“Keep” an d “remember”: a single command the Only God caused us to hear;
the Eternal is One, God’s Name is One, glory and praise are God'’s.
Come with me to meet Shabbat, forever a fountain of blessing.

Still it flows, as from the start: the last of days, for which the first was made.
Lift yourself up! Shake off the dust! Array yourself in beauty, O my people!
At hand is Bethlehem’s David, Jesse’s son, bringing deliverance into my life.
Enter in peace, O crown of your husband; enter in gladness, enter in joy.
Come to the people that keeps its faith. Enter, O bride! Enter, O bride!



Entrances to holiness are everywhere.

The possibility of ascent is all the time.

Even at unlikely times and through unlikely places.
There is no place on earth without the Presence.

Sh'ma and its Blessings

Bar’chu et Adonai ham’vorach! {f eqna: |
Baruch Adonai ham’vorach I'olam va-ed! lcd(ev zekO(

Praised Adonai, to whom praise is due forever!
Praised be Adonai, to whom praise is due, now and forever!

One must repeat from time to time: The world was created for my sake. Never say: What do | care about this
or that? Do your part to add something new, to bring forth something that is needed, and to leave the world
a little better because you were here briefly. - Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav

Ma’ariv Aravim - Creation

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, ,2ekO(eg {dkd
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Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who speaks the evening into being,
skillfully opens the gates, thoughtfully alters the time and changes the seasons,
And arranges the stars in their heavenly courses according to plan.
You are Creator of day and night, rolling light away from darkness and darkness from light,
Transforming day into night and distinguishing one from the other.
Adonai Tz'vaot is your Name. Ever-living God, may You reign continually over us into eternity.
Blessed are You, Adonai, who brings on evening.



When Justice burns within us like a flaming fire, when love evokes willing sacrifice from us, when, to the last
full measure of selfless devotion, we demonstrate our belief in the ultimate triumph of truth and
righteousness, then Your goodness enters our lives and we can begin to change the world; and then you
live within our hearts, and we through righteousness behold Your presence.

Ahavat Olam - Revelation

Ahavat olam beit Yisrael amcha ahavta: .eT:a ge) ! : M (
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Everlasting love You offered Your people Israel by teaching us Torah and mitzvoth, laws and precepts.
Therefore, Adonai our God, when we lie down and when we rise up, we will meditate on Your laws
and Your commandments. We will rejoice in Your Torah for ever.

Day and night we will reflect on them for they are our life and doing them lengthens our days.
Never remove Your love from us. Praise to You, Adonai, who loves Your people Israel.

For Judaism gave mankind its first civil rights program. It was expressed in the Sh’'ma, the watchword of the
Jewish faith: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.” As God is one, mankind is one, for each is
created equally in the image of God. - Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

Sh'ma

Sh’ma Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai Echad. .cewd) ex: x §
Baruch shem k’vod malchuto I'olam va-ed. .cd(ev zekO(: k

Hear, O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One! (Deuteronomy 6:4)
Blessed is God’s glorious majesty forever and ever!

~ All are seated ~
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You shall love Adonai your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might.
Take to heart these instructions with which | charge you this day. Impress them upon your children.
Recite them when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up.
Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a symbol on your forehead;
inscribe them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Thus you shall remember to observe all My commandments and to be holy to your God.

I am Adonai, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: | am Adonai your God.
(Deuteronomy 6:5-9, Numbers 15:40-41).

When people come to you for help, do not turn them off with pious words, saying: “Have faith and take your
troubles to God!” Act instead as if there were no God, as though there were only one person in all the world
who could help - only yourself. - Martin Buber

Standing on the parted shores of history

we still believe what we were taught

before ever we stood at Sinai’s foot;

that wherever we go, it is eternally Egypt

that there is a better place, a promised land;

that the winding way to that promise passes through the wilderness



