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Purim is traditionally a time in which Jews partake in frivolity and excessive eating and 
drinking.  We celebrate the triumph of Mordecai and the Jews over Haman and his attempted 
genocide.  However, underneath the light-hearted nature of the holiday are more serious 
themes.  Purim tells the story of when the Jews in the Diaspora were nearly annihilated by a 
murderous man for no reason other than their ethnicity.  This kind of persecution has 
followed the Jews throughout their history, most notably in Germany under the Nazis.  As 
Jews, our community’s suffering has taught us of the need to fight against genocide in all of 
its forms. 
 
 
We encourage you to use these Jewish texts and study questions to consider our Jewish 
values that speak to the issue of human rights. 
 
 
Text 1:  A Certain People 
 
 

And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus: 'There is 
a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed 
among the peoples in all the provinces of thy 
kingdom; and their laws are diverse from those 
of every people; neither keep they the king's 
laws; therefore it profiteth not the king to suffer 
them. If it please the king, let it be written that 
they be destroyed; and I will pay ten thousand 
talents of silver into the hands of those that have 
the charge of the king's business, to bring it into 
the king's treasuries.' And the king took his ring 
from his hand, and gave it unto Haman the son 
of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews' enemy.   -
Esther 3:8-10 

 ֶאָחד-ַעם יְֶׁשנֹו--ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש ַלֶּמֶלְך ,ָהָמן ַוּיֹאֶמר
 ;ַמְלכּוֶתָך ְמִדינֹות ְּבכֹל ,ָהַעִּמים ֵּבין דּוְמפֹרָ  ְמֻפּזָר
 ֵאינָם ַהֶּמֶלְך ָּדֵתי-ְוֶאת ,ָעם-ִמָּכל ׁשֹנֹות ְוָדֵתיֶהם

 ַהֶּמֶלְך-ַעל-ִאם .ְלַהּנִיָחם ,ׁשֶֹוה-ֵאין ְוַלֶּמֶלְך ,עִֹׂשים
 ,ֶּכֶסף-ִּכַּכר ֲאָלִפים ַוֲעֶׂשֶרת ;ְלַאְּבָדם יִָּכֵתב ,טֹוב
 ִּגנְזֵי-ֶאל ,ְלָהִביא ,ַהְּמָלאָכה עֵֹׂשי ייְדֵ -ַעל ֶאְׁשקֹול
 ,ַוּיְִּתנָּה ;יָדֹו ֵמַעל ,ַטַּבְעּתֹו-ֶאת ַהֶּמֶלְך ַוּיַָסר .ַהֶּמֶלְך

 ַהּיְהּוִדים צֵֹרר--ָהֲאָגִגי ַהְּמָדָתא-ֶּבן ְלָהָמן

 
 
1.  How was Haman able to convince the king that the Jews had to be annihilated?  How does 
he disguise his motives?   
2.  How has this kind of language been used by other dictators throughout history to justify 
discrimination and persecution?  Where do we see this kind of language contemporarily?   
 
 
Text 2:  The King’s Ring 
When Haman asks the King permission to destroy the Jews, the King hands over his signet 
ring. 
 
 



R. Abba b. Kahana said: This removal of the ring was more efficacious than forty-eight 
prophets and seven prophetesses who prophesied to Israel.  -Talmud Megillot 14b 

 
 
1.  Why does the Talmud teach us that the removal of the signet ring accomplished more than 
any of the prophets?  What did this rather insignificant act accomplish? 
2.  In what way does passivity, carelessness or ignorance contribute to mass catastrophes or 
genocide?  In what ways can we combat this? 
 
 
Text 3:  Jewish Power 
After Haman’s plot is foiled, the Jews are granted the ability to defend themselves against 
those who would kill them. 
 
 

The Jews gathered themselves together in their 
cities throughout all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt; 
and no man could withstand them; for the fear of 
them was fallen upon all the peoples...And the other 
Jews that were in the king's provinces gathered 
themselves together, and stood for their lives, and 
had rest from their enemies, and slew of them that 
hated them seventy and five thousand--but on the 
spoil they laid not their hand.  -Esther 9:2, 16 

 ַהֶּמֶלְך ְמִדינֹות-ְּבָכל ,ְּבָעֵריֶהם ַהּיְהּוִדים נְִקֲהלּו
 ְוִאיׁש ;ָרָעָתם ִּבְמַבְקֵׁשי ,יָד ִלְׁשֹלחַ  ,ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש

-ָּכל-ַעל ַּפְחָּדם נַָפל-ִּכי ,ִלְפנֵיֶהם ָעַמד-ֹלא
 ַהֶּמֶלְך ִּבְמִדינֹות ֲאֶׁשר ַהּיְהּוִדים ּוְׁשָאר...ָהַעִּמים
 ְוָהרֹוג ,ֵמאֹיְֵביֶהם ְונֹוחַ  ,נְַפָׁשם-ַעל ְוָעמֹד ְקֲהלּונִ
 ֹלא--ּוַבִּבּזָה ;ָאֶלף ְוִׁשְבִעים ֲחִמָּׁשה ,ְּבׂשֹנְֵאיֶהם

 יָָדם-ֶאת ,ָׁשְלחּו

 
 
1.  How does this text at the end of the book of Esther transform the story of Purim for 
you?  How do you feel about this violence that the Jews commit? 
2.  Do you think that so much violence can be justified by the aegis of “defending 
themselves”?  Why or why not?   
3.  Do we see this kind of dynamic play out in our world?  How?  How might we try to find 
better ways of defending ourselves against persecution? 
 
	  


